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SHARK! WHAT SHARK?

(a short comedy based on the film Jaws. Or more likely Jaws 3D)

BY
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(A TELEPHONE RINGS)

CHIEF
Police Chief O'Halloran.

MOTHER
Oh thank goodness, it's you Police Chief. I'm worried about Lizzie. She didn't come home last night. I think she might be taking drugs.

CHIEF
What makes you say that?

MOTHER
She's very moody and she spends half the day in bed.

CHIEF
(CHUCKLES) I'll think you'll find most youngsters are like that these days, madam.

MOTHER
Yes, but I can't help but worry.

CHIEF
Well, I think I can put your mind at rest on this one. You say she didn't come home last night?

MOTHER
No she didn't. 

CHIEF
Thing is, we've just found the body of a teenage girl washed up on the beach.

MOTHER
A body. On the beach. You're not saying…

CHIEF
I'm afraid so.

MOTHER
But...

CHIEF
You can rest easy madam. There's no suggestion of drugs involved.

MOTHER
Yes but she's dead?

CHIEF
Yes. Completely dead.

MOTHER
What happened?

CHIEF
Well it's too early to tell at this point. I'm afraid all that was left was her index finger. It's not much to go on. 

MOTHER
I can't believe it - My little Lizzie.

CHIEF
Now don't go getting all upset, Mrs Ibsen. Teenagers these days. Always in trouble, one way or the other.

MOTHER
Yes, I suppose you're right.

CHIEF
Now you have a nice day now, y'hear.

MOTHER
Yes thank you. You too, Chief.


(THE SOUNDS OF A BEACH)

JOURNO
(APPROACHING) Police Chief O'Halloran, It is Police Chief O'Halloran, isn’t it?

CHIEF
Depends.

JOURNO
Dave Badger. Daily Stur. I wonder if I can ask you a few questions about the murder.

CHIEF
What murder?

JOURNO
The one on the beach.

CHIEF
Oh that murder. We can't say for sure it was a murder yet. It could have been an accident.

JOURNO
Right. Right. This index finger. Was it wearing any clothes?

CHIEF
What do you mean?

JOURNO
Did it have a glove on?

CHIEF
No.

JOURNO
O.K (SLOWLY AS HE WRITES) NUDE BODY SLAIN BEACH SHOCK HORROR! You don't happen to know if the victim had had sex recently do you?

CHIEF
How would I know that?

JOURNO
OK. (SLOWLY AS HE WRITES) SEX MYSTERY OF SLAIN VICTIM. How old was she?

CHIEF
19

JOURNO
(SLOWLY AS HE WRITES) BLOND BIMBO BITES DUST AFTER BONKING SESSIONS. It could have been the shark couldn't it.

CHIEF
Shark? What shark?

JOURNO
The huge twenty ton shark that's been eating everyone. 

CHIEF
Oh, that shark. We're not sure about that yet.

JOURNO
What colour are sharks?

CHIEF
Grey.

JOURNO
Dark grey?

CHIEF
Some of them. Yes.

JOURNO
(SLOWLY AS HE WRITES) BLACK SUSPECT IN TEENAGE SEX MASSACRE. Now, do you get any homosexuals on this beach?

CHIEF
Oh no, no, no, no.

JOURNO
You get thousands of people on this beach don't you?

CHIEF
Yes.

JOURNO
Well. They reckon 10% of the populations are homosexuals, don't they.

CHIEF
Do they?

JOURNO
So. (SLOWLY AS HE WRITES) SEX SLAYING IN POUFDA PICKUP PARADISE.

CHIEF
Listen, er, we're not 100% sure there's sharks involved here. Do you think we could play down the shark angle a little?.

JOURNO
You're not suggesting that I deliberately distort this story, I hope.

CHIEF
Of course not. I just thought...

JOURNO
We only print the facts, Chief. You should know that. You haven't got any pictures of the victim in the nude at all?

CHIEF
I'm afraid not

JOURNO
What about the corpse?

CHIEF
Absolutely not.

JOURNO
(EXITING) Well never mind. You don't know of a butcher's around here by any chance?

MAYOR
(ENTERING) What did he want?

CHIEF
He wanted to know about the shark.

MAYOR
Shark! What shark?

CHIEF
You know what shark.

MAYOR
Ah there's nothing like the beach in the morning, Chief - the smell of the ozone. The crying of the seagulls. The clear blue sky.

CHIEF
Yep. In three hours there'll be a hundred thousand bodies on this beach.

MAYOR
Not bodies. Don't say bodies. Just say people. A hundred thousand people on the beach.

CHIEF
Do you want me to put up the shark warning signs?

MAYOR
Oh no, no, no, no. I don't think that'll be necessary. We don't want to frighten people unnecessarily.

CHIEF
But there is a shark.

MAYOR
We've no absolute proof there's a shark. Just a few circumstantial teeth marks.

CHIEF
Say, isn't that Colonel Wimbush, out there?

MAYOR
There you are, you see. He takes a swim every morning of his life. He's completely safe out there...


(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES) 

CHIEF
He is swimming very fast.


(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES)

MAYOR
80 years old and fit as a fiddle.

CHIEF
What's that black triangle thing following him? Uh oh, it's getting closer. I think it's going to eat him

MAYOR
It's not going to eat him?

CHIEF
It is going to eat him.

MAYOR
It is not going to eat him.

CHIEF
It's eaten him.

MAYOR
There you go again - jumping to conclusions. 

CHIEF
We saw it eat him.

MAYOR
No we didn't. All we saw was a black triangle. It could have been.. a bit of driftwood.

CHIEF
It was travelling pretty fast for driftwood.

MAYOR
Perhaps it was a cormorant.

CHIEF
Cormorants eat herrings, not people.

MAYOR
No, I mean, just following him.

CHIEF
He got dragged under the water.

MAYOR
Perhaps he's having a dive.

CHIEF
Why hasn't he come up then?

MAYOR
Perhaps he's scuba diving.

CHIEF
I can't go on with this.

MAYOR
Look. All we have to do is to not panic. That's what kills people you know – the panic. We've got to keep it all in proportion.

CHIEF
But that shark's eating everyone.

MAYOR
Not everyone. Just a few weaklings. It's nature's way, Chief. Just keep your mouth shut and let me do the talking.

 
(THE EXCITED HUM OF A PUBLIC MEETING. THE BANGING OF A GAVEL.

MAYOR
Gentlemen, Gentlemen, if we could just have a little order. Now there's been one or two wild rumours and I want to clear this unfortunate matter up once and for all. Now the first question. You sir.

PRESS
What about all these bodies, Mr Mayor.

PRESS
Yes what's going on.

PRESS
Let's have some straight answers.

PRESS
I think we should be told.

MAYOR
Gentlemen. Gentlemen. Please. Let's just try to be calm and rational about this shall we. All this talk about sharks attacking people - as far as the Mayor's office is concerned - is just hysterical speculation.

PRESS
So how do you account for the twenty bodies Mr Mayor?

MAYOR
What twenty bodies?

PRESS
The one's on the beach.

MAYOR
There haven't been twenty bodies. There have been 20 bits of bodies, yes, but that's an entirely different thing. Some of them might have bits of the same body.

PRESS
And the 20 people reported missing?

MAYOR
Now people are always being reported missing. It's usually somebody gone off with another woman. That sort of thing goes on all the time. I just did it myself

PRESS
What about the 8 children that disappeared while they were out swimming. Have they all gone off with other women?

MAYOR
Children drown all the time. It's part of growing up.

CHIEF
We can't say with absolute certainty there is a shark. It could be just...  just teenagers playing pranks. You know what teenagers are like.

PRESS
So you think it's teenagers who've been dragging people out to sea and biting huge chunks out of them?

PRESS
Yeah. What about the teeth marks?

MAYOR
Now we don't know they're teeth marks. They could be all sorts of perfectly natural explanations.

PRESS
Such as what?

MAYOR
Well er..  er.. there could have been another accident at the Chain-Saw factory.

PRESS
Mr Mayor. Next weekend is the Bank Holiday weekend isn't it.

MAYOR
(CAUTIOUSLY) Yes.

PRESS
It's the town's busiest weekend, right.

MAYOR
(CAUTIOUSLY) True.

PRESS
And isn't it a fact that you and the police chief owns 90% of the Candy-Floss franchises in the town.

MAYOR
(CAUTIOUSLY) Yes.

PRESS
And if there was a huge 20 foot ten ton shark out there, you'd stand to lose an awful lot of money.

MAYOR
I hope you're not suggesting that I would knowingly endanger human life just so that me and the chief could make a few paltry thousands of pounds ....

PRESS
We're just interested in the facts, Mr Mayor.

MAYOR
Gentlemen, Gentlemen. Let's keep this in perspective. Let's just say for the sake of argument there was a shark out there. Now, we're expecting 100,000 visitors over the weekend and let's say a couple of them get eaten by a shark -  That means that 99.99 per cent of people are going to be entirely untroubled by shark attacks..

PRESS
So you won't be advising people not to swim.

MAYOR
Of course not. That's what people come here for. Why I was out there swimming myself this morning.

PRESS
In the sea.

MAYOR
Could have been in the sea.

PRESS
Not in your pool.

MAYOR
Oh yes. Now you come to mention it. It was in my pool.  But that's not important - a swim is a swim And our beaches are the safest in the world. You won't find sewage, hypodermics or condoms on the beaches of this town. Why there are some beaches in the country where a ten ton twenty foot shark wouldn't last ten minutes. 


(PATRIOTIC MUSIC BEGINS TO PLAY)

MAYOR
Our water is the cleanest in the country. Our people are not frightened by sharks. We didn't fight the Ities, the Nips and the Nazis just to be scared off by some itty-bitty two ton twenty foot shark. None of this political correctness about a  non-existent shark is going to keep us from our right to swim in the sea and eat plenty of good wholesome candy floss.


(MUSIC FADES AND WE HEAR SOUNDS OF A CROWDED BEACH IN THE SUMMER. JAWS THEME 2 NOTES. JAWS THEME 2 NOTES)

WOMAN
Officer. Officer. My child's been eaten by a shark.

CHIEF
Are you sure?

WOMAN
I saw it. It came right up and ate him.

CHIEF
Perhaps he just cut his foot on a piece of glass.

WOMAN
He was dragged under the water screaming. It was horrible, horrible.

CHIEF
It could have been the current. There's a lot of strong currents around here.

WOMAN
It had huge teeth.

CHIEF
Ah that's probably just female hysteria. When people have a nasty shock they tend to imagine huge teeth coming out of the water and when we investigate it usually turns out to be seaweed.

WOMAN
But...but..?

CHIEF
Trust me, madam, I know what I'm taking about. I'm a police officer.

WOMAN
What about my other children. Will they be safe?

CHIEF
Statistically speaking, having two children devoured by sharks in one morning is right up there with winning the lottery - never going to happen

WOMAN
Well, if you're sure...

CHIEF
No problem. Now you enjoy the rest of your day now.

WOMAN
Yes I will. Thank you very much officer.

CHIEF
We're to help, ma'am, it's all part of the job.

CHIEF
(HISSING TO THE MAYOR) That's the 4th one today. We're going to have to do something about this. People are beginning to suspect.

MAYOR
Just keep calm. As long as people don't get hysterical we'll be alright. Anyway we won't have a problem soon.

CHIEF
What do you mean?

MAYOR
I've offered a reward. A hundred dollars for every shark brought in. Every boat in the district's out there right now trying to catch that shark. That kid's probably the last meal that shark'll ever eat.


(SOUNDS OF A SMALL BOAT LAPPING IN THE WATER)

BILL
So that's it then. We've just got to sit here and see what happens. Just the three of us. And that shark out there. Somewhere.

HOOPER
Yep.

BILL
I can't believe this is happening. One minute I'm on holiday, the next I'm out on the ocean ready to do battle with a killer shark. Twenty  people killed already. 

HOOPER
Yep.

BILL
(TO CLINT) He doesn't say a lot, does he?

CLINT
Nope.

BILL
Still somebody had to do something about that shark. Couldn't just sit there and let the thing go on attacking people, sinking boats...it did sink a boat didn't it?

HOOPER
Yep. Came straight through the side. Ate the whole crew. Just like opening a can.

BILL
You can't have that.

CLINT
Somebody had to do something.

BILL
And we're the ones.

HOOPER
Yep.

BILL
Thing is, I don't really know why you wanted me along. I mean, you two are experienced sailors. The sea's in your blood. I bet you know this ocean like the back of your hands.

HOOPER
Nope.

BILL
You don't?.

CLINT
Nope.

BILL
Still you've done plenty of shark fishing I expect. Battling it out with the big white ones. Hauling them in. It must be very exciting.

CLINT
Oh yes. it must be very exciting. I imagine

BILL
You imagine it would be exciting.

CLINT
Oh yes.

BILL
You’ve never actually done it.

CLINT
Not exactly.

BILL
I thought you were experienced shark hunters.

CLINT
Not, as such, no.

BILL
How many times have you actually been shark fishing?

CLINT
Oooo (THINKING) None.

BILL
None?

HOOPER
Nope. 

BILL
We're up against a two-ton twenty-foot man-eating shark and you've never been shark fishing before.

HOOPER
Yep.

BILL
Still at least you know what you're doing with this boat. I mean you are experienced sailors aren't you.

CLINT
I wouldn’t use the word experienced.

BILL
What word would you use?

HOOPER
Not experienced. And not sailors.

BILL
I still don't quite understand why we you had to drag me along?

HOOPER
Because you're a chiropractor.

BILL
Yes. So?

HOOPER
We needed a shark expert.

BILL
So why me?

HOOPER
Because you're a chiropractor.

BILL
(REALISING) You think a chiropractor is a shark expert?

HOOPER
Isn't it?

BILL
A chiropractor is someone who manipulates the spine - you know to cure people of back ache and things.

HOOPER
You don't have a lot to do with killing sharks then.

BILL
No.

HOOPER
Ah.

CLINT
Pity.

BILL
Isn't it just. Look I think the best thing we can do is to start the engine and make our way back to the shore and just forget the whole thing. 

HOOPER
There is a slight problem.

BILL
What sort of problem?

CLINT
Well, you know when we stopped the engine.

BILL
Yes.

CLINT
We didn't.

BILL
We didn’t?

HOOPER
We more, sort of, ran out of petrol.

BILL
No petrol.

HOOPER
None.

BILL
How about if we sail in?

CLINT
Excellent idea. Excellent idea. (PAUSE) If we'd remembered the sails.

BILL
There's a couple of things I'd like to ask now, although I have this uncanny feeling I know the answers already: - We don't, by any chance, have a radio do we?

HOOPER
Oh yes

BILL
But?

HOOPER
It’s not a 2 way radio. It’s more a sort of listen-to radio.

BILL
So we can’t radio for help, but we can listen to the Archers.

HOOPER
Yep.

BILL
Flares or rockets?

CLINT
Yep. We've got loads of flares and rockets.

BILL
And we can’t use them because… ?

HOOPER
They’re in the boot of my car.

BILL
So. We are two miles out to sea in a small boat with no petrol and no sails, no radio and no flares. Out there, no doubt at this moment circling this boat, is a two-ton twenty-foot man-eating shark that has already bitten his way through one boat and eaten the crew. Basically we are all going to die.

CLINT
That's looking on the black side.

BILL
And how would you describe it if you were looking on the positive side.

CLINT
Pretty much the same.


(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES) 

BILL
Brilliant.

(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES) 

BILL
Bloody brilliant. 

(SOUNDS OF SEABIRDS ON THE DESERTED BEACH)

MAYOR
There you are, chief. I've been looking all over for you. What are you doing out here all by yourself, staring out to sea. It's not like you.

CHIEF
We've got to tell them.

MAYOR
Tell who.

CHIEF
The people, the holidaymakers.

MAYOR
Tell them what?

CHIEF
Tell them what - tell them it might rain tomorrow. What do you think? Tell them about the shark.

MAYOR
Shark..

CHIEF
Don't you dare say it. 

MAYOR
I wasn't going to.

CHIEF
We can't go on with these lies. We've got to own up. We've got to warn them.

MAYOR
But that'd mean admitting we’ve been economical with the truth.

CHIEF
Told lies you mean.

MAYOR
I don't like the word 'lie'.

CHIEF
What word do you like?

MAYOR
Misspoke.

CHIEF
Is that actually a word?

MAYOR
George Bush said it.

CHIEF
Yes but that still doesn’t prove it’s a word.

MAYOR
Look, I admit we might not have been as frank as we could have been. But we didn’t want to cause panic.

CHIEF
When you're about to be eaten by a shark, panic is probably about the best thing you can do, isn't it?

MAYOR
You've got to weigh up the pros and cons.

CHIEF
And what exactly and the pros of being shark food?

MAYOR
Anyway, let's not fall out over terminology. I agree with you.

CHIEF
You do.

MAYOR
Of course.

CHIEF
So we can tell them about the shark.

MAYOR
I was thinking more of saying it was a particularly vicious dolphin out there.

CHIEF
No.

MAYOR
What if we say it’s a  basking shark? - they're not too bad.

CHIEF
No!

MAYOR
Well just an itty-bitty shark?

CHIEF
No. Not an itty-bitty shark. Or a teeny-weeny shark. We tell ‘em it’s a bloody great monster shark.

MAYOR
Alright. Alright. Have it your own way. We'll call a press conference. In fact I've already asked someone to help us on this.

CHIEF
Who?

MAYOR
Doctor Pietro Mandleson.

CHIEF
Doctor Pietro Mandleson?

MAYOR
Yes. he's an expert.

CHIEF
A shark expert.

MAYOR
Not exactly no. He’s a doctor.

CHIEF
So he’ll deal with the shark injuries.

MAYOR
No. He's not really that kind of doctor.  More of a spin doctor. Doctor Mandleson, would you like to join us. Tell the chief what you were telling me earlier

MANDLE
(APPPROACHING) Ah yes zee shark problem.

MAYOR
That's it.

MANDLE
As I see it, zee problem wiz zee shark is one of perception.

CHIEF
Not that it attacks people?

MANDLE
It is perfectly netural for a shark to atteck people. Zat is zee shark's job. In uzzer circumstances we might applaud the shark for his.. efficiency.

CHIEF
You mean, we've been worrying too much about it killing people.

MANDLE
Exectly. You hev been looking from zee the safety angle.

CHIEF
And that's bad?

MANDLE
Zat's terrible. Everybody knows sharks are dangerous Vot ve must do is to play down the safety espect and emphasise zee excitement factor.

CHIEF
Excitement?

MANDLE
You've got it. You see swimmink in the sea is basically rarzza boring. And what you hev here is zee ultimate vite knuckle ride. Swim in the sea - if you dare! Not only does zee ride look dangerous, it is dangerous.

MAYOR
They'll flock to watch it. You won't be able to get on the beach. We can charge what we like.

CHIEF
It would be totally immoral.

MAYOR
Candy-floss sales' go through the roof.

CHIEF
We can't sacrifice members of the public just to make money.

MAYOR
We're only sacrificing a few.

CHIEF
(THINKING) Mind you, as you say, they are only teenagers.

MAYOR
Everybody hates teenagers.

CHIEF
And it's not as if we haven't warned them.

MANDLE
We ken put up signs: Warnick. Men-Eating Sharks. Unt in very small letters: 'Swim et your own risk'.

MAYOR
So waddya say chief. Are you in with us or what?

CHIEF
Well the way I see it, my job is to protect the public interest.. and there's nothing the public are more interested in than a good old fashioned accidental gore fest. (BEAT) There's only one thing..

MAYOR
What

CHIEF
Supposing the shark goes away, or gets caught, or dies or something.

MAYOR
That's the beauty of it. No one ever need know. Every once in a while we can give Pegleg Pete a couple of quid to run out of the sea covered in ketchup.

CHIEF
And it’s not as if we haven’t warned people.

MAYOR
Of course not

CHIEF
You know, you're right about the beach. It really is beautiful at this time in the evening.  That glorious red sun setting on the horizon…


(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES)   

CHIEF
It almost looks like the whole sea is made of blood.

(JAWS THEME 2 NOTES)   

CHIEF
God, I love America.

                         THE END. 
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